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Overview
The 5-minute Check-In is a version of common classroom assessment techniques such as the Minute Paper described by Angelo and Cross (1993), Wilson (1986), and Weaver and Cottrell (1985). This activity is a great way to get a sense of where students are at, both in terms of the general tenor of a class and in terms of their command of specific course concepts and tasks.
According to Angelo and Cross, the biggest advantage of this activity is its simplicity and ability to provide rich, and relatively immediate feedback on instruction. The biggest disadvantage, Angelo and Cross argue, is that if students do not see their feedback having an impact on instruction, they can come to see the activity as meaningless busy work (153).
Step-by-Step
Here’s the basic procedure:
1. Hand-out a 3x5 card to each student in the class near the end of a given class session. 
2. On the board or screen, post 2 to 3 questions that students can answer anonymously in no more than 5 minutes.  Here are some sample questions that I’ve used:
· What went right today?
· What could have been better today?
· What concept from today’s class still needs more explanation?
3. Ask students to leave the cards on a desk as they leave.
4. After class, read the cards and look for patterns in students’ responses. 
5. Modify instruction accordingly.
Practice
The key to effectively using this activity is figuring out how to use student feedback to modify your teaching in ways that improve student learning. So here’s some practice. Imagine using the 5-Minute Check-In activity and the three questions I’ve listed above after a session of discussion and class activities on the definition of the term rhetorical situation. Listed on the back of this page are five student responses. As a group, read the responses and brainstorm a plan for dealing with students’ concerns.


Everything was fine today. 
You talk kind of fast.
I’m not sure what’s due Friday.

I’m not sure I’m in the right class. Can we chat?
“Rhetorical situation” doesn’t make any sense to me.
Is context part of rhetorical situation or something completely different?
I wanted more discussion today.
Seems like a lot of material for one day.
So “context” is the same thing as topic, yes? I’m kind of confused.
Time went fast.
I had a hard time keeping track of what we were talking about.
How are we supposed to use “rhetorical situation” in our writing. What is it for?
Today was interesting.
I wouldn’t change a thing. 
“Context” seems kind of fuzzy.
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